r^o                                      PSYCHOLOGY  OF  WOMEN

infantilism that often manifest themselves in body structure, voice3
gestures, etc., even where the physiologic functions are normal. In
contrast to them, feminine-active women are more robust, with
larger bones than the other types of feminine women, or with a width
through the pelvis that reminds us of their reproductive function.

During their depressive moods (to which they have a normally
human disposition), psychologic contents associated with guilt
feelings predominate in the feminine-active type; the feminine-
passive type is more prone to feelings of solitude and nostalgia; she
prefers to brood and become absorbed in herself. A somewhat
more obvious remainder of her mother tie manifests itself in the form
of an intensified urge to eat. The compulsive nature of this urge is
revealed in frequent trips to the pantry or in the consumption of
huge quantities of sweets, which cannot be replaced by cigarettes,
even in the case of passionate smokers. These little eating obsessions
usually remain within normal proportions and can be overcome
by will power. It is interesting to note that in such cases depression
seems to coincide with signs of childish longing for the mother, the
first food giver.

Although all of them are capable of love, and in most of them
heterosexual love is a condition of their existence, femin^ne-passive-
erotic women do not content themselves with love alone; they need
the ecstasy, sufferings, and bliss of being in love.

The types described above should not be confused with others that
outwardly resemble them but are essentially different.

There are, for example, women who know only being in love but not
love; in other words, they can experience love only as an uncritically
over-estimating ecstasy of feeling that has nothing to do with the real
value of the object. Happiness here consists in the complete grati-
fication of the unconscious determinants of the love relation, rather
than in harmonious object love with its real overcoming of ambi-
valence. As soon as the ecstasy has passed, the love disappears.
What remains is indifference or hatred with regard to the man so
ardently loved before. Partly to escape the guilt feelings connected
with hatred, partly to make up for the loss, the woman begins to
devaluate the formerly over-estimated object. But for the most part
this is an automatic process in which all the negative feelings and
anxieties over-compensated and suppressed by the ecstasy now come
to the fore. All the former love happiness is distorted in memory,
and only the seamy side of the relationship is recalled. The intensive
process of over-estimating infatuation swings in the opposite direction,
all the good qualities of the object are denied, and his defects are